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The Kusakabe Folk Crafts Museum Presents

The World of
;, Tamao Yoshida

/ A Special Performance Commemorating
’ a Living National Treasure
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[ Tickets ] 1st Performance: 8,000 JPY 2nd Performance: 15,000 JPY
[Schedule] 1st Performance: 1:00 PM to 3:30 PM, doors open at 12:00 PM | 2nd Performance: 7:00 PM to 9:30 PM, doors open at 5:00 PM

[Program] & Ninin Sanbaso (A Double Sanbaso Celebration)
by bunraku puppeteer Tamao Yoshida and nihon-buyo(traditional Japanese dance) performer Hirokazu Taniguchi
¢ Commentary: How to enjoy bunraku (with English interpretation)
¢ Honcho Nijushiko, “Okuniwa Kitsunebi” (Zhe Japanese Twenty-Four Examples of Filial Piety,“Foxfires in the Inner Garden”)

by Hirokazu Taniguchi
¢ Shinju Ten no Amijima, “Tenma Kamiyauchi” (The Love Suicides at Amijima, “Temma Paper Shop Incident”)

by Tamao Yoshida and others
[Starring] ®Tayu (Narrator): Rosetayu Toyotake B ‘F < KUSAKABE
¢ Shamisen player: Sosuke Takezawa 2] B FOLK CRAFTS
i B L5 I 7 KA 1T H52 MUSEUM

¢ Puppeteers: Tamao Yoshida, Ichisuke Yoshida, Tamaka Yoshida and more
JAPAN A 6 4EIE

¢ Narimono renju (instrumental ensemble) AR CULTURAL F A 20 %3 (Rl )
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¢ Special guest: Nihon-buyo Performer Hirokazu Taniguchi
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Since 2010, the Kusakabe Folk Crafts Museum has been hosting traditional performing arts conveying the beauty
and spirit of Japan at the Kusakabe Residence, an important cultural property representative of traditional
Japanese wooden folk houses. One such traditional performing art is ningyo joruri, where skillful manipulation of
puppets accompanied by joruri (songs and music performed with shamisen and tayu chanting) bring various
stories to life. The representative theatrical troupe for this musical, performed for over four hundred years
nationwide, is the Bunraku Puppet Theater. In 2008, bunraku was designated a UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage alongside noh and kabuki, representing Japan's cherished traditional performing arts. The Kusakabe
Folk Crafts Museum is pleased to announce a celebratory performance commemorating the prestigious
recognition of bunraku puppeteer Tamao Yoshida as an Important Intangible Cultural Asset (Living National
Treasure). To mark this auspicious occasion, we are delighted to have Hirokazu Taniguchi, a nihon-buyo
(traditional Japanese dance) performer from Takayama, as a special guest, presenting a splendid collaboration of
bunraku and nihon-buyo. We aim to invite newcomers to the world of bunraku and our international visitors to
explore its depth and beauty. To achieve this, we have organized commentary providing insights into bunraku and
its performances, accompanied by live English interpretations. This summer, we invite you to indulge in the
captivating charm of bunraku, the world's most sophisticated puppet theater, complemented by the exquisite
architectural craftsmanship of Hida's artisans. We sincerely hope you will join us at the Kusakabe Folk Crafts
Museum on this special occasion.
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Tamao Yoshida
Bunraku Puppeteer
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Rosetayu Toyotake / Tayu (Narrator)
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Sosuke Takezawa / Shamisen Player
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Hirokazu Taniguchi / Nihon-buyo Performer
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